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 Samuel Fleisher—Philadelphia’s “First Citizen!”

Rewarded After 25 Years’ Work in the
Interest of Art With the $10,000
Bok Gift, the Founder of the Graphic
Sketch Club Gives Away

r?h the P ﬂze

By Joseph H. Appelgate
Mustrated by Marfiea Thomazeen

AMUEL FLEISHER of Philadelphin stood before

S a great assembly of his fellow cliizrna one evenlng
not 5o long ago and heard himselt extolled as tho

leading cliizen of his communily. He recelved from the
hand of George W. Morris, president of the Fhlla-
delphin Forum, ihe §10,600 asweard which Edward W,
Hok glves each year (o the citizen who has done ithe
most for his cily during the preceding twelve months

Fhiladelphin, represented (here (n that gathering
of Fleisher admirers, roared ita approval. For minuies
the reciplent of the coveled prize could nol makes him-
self heard for the cheering. Oul there In front of him
wers fellow human beings whoss syes were refulpent of
the glory of art which this man Fleisher had first given
teo thelr vision. Out tlere wers men whose DAmMEes arse
now wrilten in letter of gold on the scrolls where are
inscribed the records of art. They were hin boya, his
girla, his people. He had permitted them to see and
record the beanty of life in paint, in sculpiare, in ithe
graphic arta. 1f it had not been for his fine mind, his
devolion to & s=cijon of Philadelphia where the lan-
puage wana polyglot and the peooles foreien still to sach
giher, life to most of Lthose in ihe nodience would have
continued as a drab and coloriesas r‘rnrr.

Thia was his hour.

In hia hand was the prize. [f was his (o do with
as he saw best. His right hand held the money. Bo,
wilh his left hand he ook it and in & gesture of giving
monounced that very cent of It would go toward enlarg -
ing the scopas of the very work in the performance of
which he had won the award of merit

Philadelphin did pot cxpéct. yel woas net surprised,
gl Lthia gction. IL sesamed s Qiling (o her favorile Bo6S
greaf nature.  His life has beon ofne of sacrifce,
hi#lpfulness, e seems (o have moades humanliarianisem
mo integral & part of kim that it 8 habitual for him to
do sameihing really noble,

To a mind keenly analytifnl of men and events ihe
man whio puls nrt wiihin the reach of ihe poar s dolng

af

as much, perhaps even more, than he who puts food
Il gy slamami hs, Ths wfMec] ol Fowud (s PRl foirm iy
Thes «fect of stimulstion to the mind sand bheart is
enduring. It resulls in the good government Builded

Opened the Temple of Art te the
Posr of the City

Flaisher,
Whe Wen
$10,000

Ba ik came about that in & small house
on the south slde of Catlerine sireet, sast of

Elghth sireet, Philadeiphia, the CGraphie
Bhetch Club came into being in 1800, Like
most blg projects 1t didn't make much noiss
when It began. The fact fs the handful of
ambitloun folk_who worked there at night
riudying art in s varfous forms wepe too
absorbod In what they were doing to let ihe
world know about it before thelr own handi-
work apprised Philadelphia that art which
hud been buried under soelal conditions hagd

been released and brought Into being by a
man blg enough and generous enough to act
as patron.

Nor was it long lu-ron :-Ir 1 nl.rm-
RS N L

an citizenz with

m vision A '-""i on romes 1o {hose wha
are permitted to study and to masier ithe arts. With-
out art life often is & laad-to-maouth existence

Aflen such as BEamuel I-'I-'irli'u--r turf the currenis of

youlli into proper channels, [Unless (he rushing s

of life meests such & bLreakwonier it remains o wiid
mntamed force, destiroetive at the slightest wind or
whilim.

Mr. Flelsher, iweniy-fiva years ago, & man of

thirty-five, carried in his mind & plctore which te him
wan 80 terrible that ita instant removal from life wad
desirable. The piciure was that of the face of the
streel urchin, the laborer and the drudging clerk
presing faced against o show window and taking in
with covetous glance the ari objecis there displayed for
the benefit of those whose pursea were lined with =
more genorous portlon of the world's largesa

“1 knew,” he mys, “lhat (hese peoplé Instinelively
loved beautiful things. They merely lacked the
opportanity to hwhnld them, And [ felt that if such an
opportunity were given to them they would respond. Al
men and women love the beauiiful, whether Ji be in the
form of a pleturs, a poem, a bit of sculpiure or an
inspiring musical work: Naturally the younger they
are the more readily they respond o the influence of
thess¢ things. Ho, I thought, why not give them the
chanoe Lo see these Lhings of culture, of beauly and of
Inspiration, in their own nelghborhood, and in the can-
grnial aimosphere of a pluce of recreation, rather (han
In some cold and formal mavsolcum of art, even thoush
mussums are a recognized necesally ™™
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Ba it _about that In a small house
on the south of Catherine street, cast of
Eighth street. Philadelphia. the Graphie
Bketch Club came Into being in 1800, Like
most big projects it didn't make much noise
when It began. The fact s the handful of
ambittous folk who worked there at night

uniformed guards are constantly at elbow, and the art
work itself under lock nnd key within Yeavy Elins
cases, where students may ook but may not touch,
the exhibits in the museum of 81, Martin's College may
Ira freely handled.

Mr, Flelsher, who is a manufaciurer, ia the third

to e honored by the Bok Award, Leopold Stokowski
und [ussell . Conwell have also been dulled Philas
delphia’s Tirst citizen 1Y

studying art in its varfous forms wege oo
absorbed In what they were doing to let the
world know about it before their own handi-
waork apprised Philadelphia tha: art which
had been burled under social conditions had
been released and brought Inte being by a
man big enough and generous enough to act
a8 patron. g

Nor was it long before Mr, Flelsher's falth
in the latent art of the foreign quarter of
Philadeiphia was justified. Lazar Raditz,
Joseph Sacks, RRobert Susan and Renzettl soon
became well known names. Since its incep-
tfon the club has won fifty-eight stholarships
in the Acalemy of Fine Arts and twenty-eight
scholarships in forelgn Institutions.

One of the secrets of the success of the
rluhhthnﬂmnh;ﬂulmﬁum
formality of a fine arts erganization. It is a
recreation center, a recreation centre for the
mind, Hmhmﬂutlnﬂlﬂm
mﬁﬂumﬂmmmhumm-
4nd freely discuss the latest in the art world,, .o
ﬁmmﬂuhﬂnhﬂnﬂﬂmhm
ulindlnh:lllﬂulnrmunﬂnl.

“All that I wanted to do,” says its founder, “was
to give every one a chance to express that inborn love
of the beautiful which | know they possess. Every one
has it. 8o why should it be crushed out of some oF
limited to a few? Ia it aot wrong to take a poor child,
fresh from school, at the age of fourleen or sixteen,
thuu-nlhlr.uﬁ-ul,thudmm'lnﬂu“ﬂ
humanity, into a mill that Is absolutely develd of beauly,
hluhh.lﬂlﬂu-tﬂthwlhllnﬂllh.ﬂnhf
Hchmunhnmlhmhmhtﬂlmumlnd
her to love them more, and then count our work as
done? Whe could expect religion to succeed In uplif.
ing man if church-going came only onee & month? Yet
the workers to see artistic works and objects
¥ only infrequently Iin public galleries |s com-
to that. Is it mot better to bring that beauty
Into their lives, into the neighborhood where they dwell
and then bring them up in an atmosphere ‘where they
can profit by ™

The Graphic Bketch Club grew splendidly, Two
years age Its founder purchased the Church of the
Evangelist edifice next door and has since used it for
the purposs of promoling soclal enjoyment among the
toys and girls and the young men and Young women
members.




